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Many a brain has been unbalanced as a result. It can nevertheless
be done, and we have even the Biblical evidence of Jesus Christ
foretelling, 'What of the future y We may be as yet too inexperi-
enced to do it, without harm, and it must be admitted that we
know far too little about this most entrancing subject. But in
search of the secrets of science we plod on.79

SEEING THINGS FAR DISTANT

Our conversation then turned to spatial clairvoyance, or the
seeing of things which normally are not visible, as is instanced
more elementarily in the "seeing through cards" experiments.
It also demonstrates the seeing of things which are too far distant
to be normally seen by any mechanical aid whatsoever. Then, it
was related: "I have seen and witnessed an observer hypnod2ed
who could see objects in a room which were not normally accessible
to view.   He could, as it were, see round corners, through
tables, inside cupboards and desks.

"On one occasion, I witnessed a still greater feat. A hypno-
tized subject, on board ship, was able to see a town from the sea
which was not visible through a powerful telescope, and yet in a
few hours I was able to confirm with my own eyes all that he had
seen some hours previously, in his trance state. He had never
travelled this way before."

The Aide-de-camp then questioned the Sage as to his theories
regarding spatial clairvoyance, in view of these extraordinary
statements. He responded: "That they do exist there is no doubt,
but to answer your question might appear even more difficult.
It may be explained in this way:

THE THEORY OF CLAIRVOYANCE

"Normal vision is accounted for assuming that in the retina
at the back of the eye there are two main types of cells, the rods
and the cones, as described in all the standard works on anatomy.
The function of these rods is to see in the dark, but only to see in
terms of black and white and not in colours, whereas the cones
which see in the light see in terms of colour. Let me illustrate.
You go out of doors from a brightly lit drawing-room into the
night, when there is no moon, but the stars can be seen; at first
you see nothing, owing to the cones being insensitive to darkness,
and the rods having been exhausted by the bright light of the
drawing-room. Very soon the rods regain their function; you
can just see the outline of objects, and can detect light and shade,
but no colour, as everything looks various shades of black and